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DRAFTED BY EUR/NE PJDODD:DP 
APPROVED BY EUR/NE JJCROWLEY 
PM/MCCLYDE BRYANT 
JUSTICE: DAVID HOPKINS 

042733 

R 261550Z NOV 75 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL BELFAST 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS STATE 279733 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT, UK (N.I) 

SUBJECT: IRA FUNDS AND ARMS FROM US SOURCES 
REF: BELFAST 375 

1. WHILE WE LACK DETAILED INFORMATION ON AMOUNT OF TOTAL 
FUNDS RAISED IN US FOR IRA, OR ON QUANTITY OF ARMS OF US 
ORIGIN ENDING UP IN ULSTER, WE HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE THAT 
BOTH ARE SUBSTANTIAL. SOME DEFINITE INFORMATION HAS 
TURNED UP AS A RESULT OF US GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATIONS AND 
IS INCLUDED BELOW TOGETHER WITH OTHER POINTS YOU MAY WISH 
TO USE IN ANSWERING QUERIES FROM PRESS. 

2. NORAID (NORTHERN IRELAND AID COMMITTEE) IS REGISTERED 
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REPORT TWICE A YEAR ON FUNDS RAISED. JUSTICE RECORDS SHOW 
APPROXIMATELY 1 .2 MILLION DOLLARS DECLARED BY NORAID 
AS GOING TO IRELAND SINCE 1971. NORAID CLAIMS ALL FUNDS 
SENT TO IRELAND ARE FOR THE RELIEF OF DEPENDENTS OF FUGITIVE 
OR IMPRISONED OR INTERNED MEMBERS OF IRA. 

3. BIGGEST GUNRUNNING CASE TO DATE WAS IN 1974 WHEN FIVE 
MEN WERE CONVICTED IN BALTIMORE OF ILLEGALLY PURCHASING 

158 AR-15'S AND 10,000 ROUNDS OF ARMOR-PIERCING AMMUNI- 
TION. THEY RECEIVED SIX- YEAR SENTENCES. FEDERAL PROSE- 
CUTOR IN THIS CASE ALLEGED THAT CONVICTED MEN HAD CONTRACT 
ED TO BUY 100 AR-15'S PER MONTH FROM US GUN DEALER. 

JUSTICE HAS ALSO SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTED OTHER CASES 
WHERE US GUN DEALERS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED FROM WEAPONS' 
SERIAL NUMBERS AFTER WEAPONS WERE CAPTURED IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND. WEAPONS HAD BEEN SHIPPED WITHOUT REQUIRED 
DEPT. OF STATE MUNITIONS CONTROL EXPORT LICENSE. TO DATE 
10 CASES OF GUNRUNNING HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTED, 
AND 16 INDIVIDUALS CONVICTED. FEDERAL LAW INFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES ARE MAINTAINING AN ACTIVE INVESTIGATION OF ILLEGAL 
SUPPLY OF ARMS TO IRA. 

4. DEPT. OF DEFENSE REPORTS THAT 6,900 WEAPONS AND 1.2 
MILLION ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION WERE STOLEN FROM US BASES 
BETWEEN 1971 AND 1974. DOD HAS REASON TO BELIEVE SOME OF 
THESE ARMS MADE THEIR WAY TO THE IRA. 

5. NOV. 19 ARTICLE IN WASHINGTON STAR. QUOTE IRA IN 

US UNQUOTE BEING POUCHED TO ADDRESSEES FOR INFORMATION. 
KISSINGER 
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